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Saturday:

8:00 a.m. (Italian), 9:00 a.m. (English)
5:30 p.m. (Albanian), 7:00 p.m. (English)

Weekdays:

Sunday:

8:00 a.m. (Italian),
9:00 a.m. (Spanish - Auditorium)
9:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12 noon (English),
1:15 p.m. (Spanish)
1:00 p.m. (Creole - Chapel in Center)

Eucharistic Adoration: Monday-Friday 9:30-12 noon,

8:00 a.m. (Italian), 9:00 a.m. (English),
Thursdays: 7:00 p.m. (Spanish)

Thursday 5:30-7:00 p.m., Saturday 9:30 a.m.-12 noon and
First Friday of the Month 6:00-8:00 p.m.

CONFESSION: Saturdays 3:00- 4:00 p.m. & 6:30-7:00 p.m.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 17, 2017
833 M AòÄç, BÙÊÄø, NY 10467 - 718-882-0710 - 718-882-8876 (¥ø)

Advent Reconciliation Monday

Tomorrow, Monday, December 18th, from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in all
parishes of the Archdiocese of New York, the Sacrament of Reconciliation
will be available for all the faithful. In our parish the Blessed Sacrament
will also be exposed during the time of confessions to help make a good
examination of conscience.
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TODAY’S READINGS
Monday- December 18, 2017 - Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Rosina Fasciglione
9:00 a.m. Special Intention
Tuesday- December 19, 2017 - Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Dr. Ronald A. Sabella
9:00 a.m. Raquel Bonaparte, Sandra Roche, Aurea Lopez
Wednesday- December 20, 2017 -Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Imelde Masini
9:00 a.m. Emma Amparo Morales
Thursday- December 21, 2017 - Late Advent Weekday
- St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of
the Church
8:00 a.m. Vincenza & Dominic DiMauro
9:00 a.m. Ellen Corrado
7:00 p.m. Klaudio & Rudi
Friday- December 22, 2017 -Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Betzaidi & Aleidy Perez
9:00 a.m. Bernardo Guzman
Saturday- December 23, 2017 -Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Elisa Molinaro
9:00 a.m. Angelina & Samuel Sobanko
5:30 p.m. Jak Pergjini
7:00 p.m. Ruperto Cuevas
Sunday- December 24, 2017 - Fourth Sunday of
Advent
8:00 a.m. Francesco & Vincenzina Fata
9:00 a.m. Milton Anton
9:15 a.m. For all Parishioners of St. Lucy’s Parish
10:30 a.m. Giuseppe Greco
12:00 p.m. Frank Campisi
1:00 p.m. Creole Mass - Center Chapel
1:15 p.m. Nimrod Morel
December 30, 2016
Nike Logu & Kristina Pepaj

First Reading — As a garden makes its growth spring
up, so will GOD make justice
spring up before all the nations
(Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11).
Psalm — My soul rejoices in
my God (Luke 1:46-50, 53-54).
Second Reading — Do not
quench the Spirit. Do not
despise prophetic utterances.
Test everything; retain what is
good (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24)
Gospel — I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
make straight the way of the Lord (John 1:6-8, 19-28).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Mt 1:18-25
Tuesday:
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;
Lk 1:5-25
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Thursday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;
Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Friday:
1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;
Lk 1:46-56
Saturday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;
Lk 1:57-66
Sunday:
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38
A special thank you to Juan
Hernandez and the Guadalupano
Group for the beautiful celebrations
that they organized to celebrate the
feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
+++++++++
Un agradecimiento especial a Juan Hernández y al Grupo
Guadalupano por las hermosas celebraciones que
organizaron para celebrar la fiesta de Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe.

Requiescant in Pace
Please remember in your prayers the parishioners, friends,
relatives and benefactors who recently died especially,
Yadel Garcia & Odetta I. Bloomfield
May they rest in Peace, Amen.

In Memoriam 
The candle in honor of the Blessed Mother burns
this week in memory of
Mildred, Anthony, Phil and Brandy Capano

Third Sunday of Advent
1. Examine your conscience.
2. Be sincerely sorry for your sins.
3. Confess your sins to a priest.
4. Resolve to amend your life.
5. After your confession, do the penance the priest assigns.

 “Bless me, Father, in this confession. It has been - (state the length of
time) – since my last confession. These are
my sins.”
 Then tell your mortal sins and the number of times committed. If you
have no mortal sin to confess,
 then confess the venial sins you have committed since your last
confession.
When you have finished telling your sins, you should say:
 “For these and all the sins of my past, I am truly sorry.”
The priest now gives the necessary advice, assigns your penance and asks you
to say the Act of Contrition. Then wait and listen as the priest gives the
absolution.

 Then say “Thank you, Father”, then leave the confessional and then
perform the penance assigned by the priest.
“O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee, and I detest all
my sins, because I dread the loss of heaven, and the pains of hell, but most
of all because they offend Thee, my God, Who art all good and deserving
of all My love. I firmly resolve, with the help of Thy grace, to sin no more
FIRST COMMANDMENT
"I am the Lord your God. You shall not have strange gods before Me."

 Did I deny or doubt that God exists?
 Did I refuse to believe God’s revelation?
 Did I believe in fortune telling, horoscopes, dreams, the occult, goodluck charms, tarot cards, palmistry, Ouija boards, séances, reincarnation?

 Did I deny that I was a Catholic?
 Did I leave the Catholic Faith?
 Did I neglect prayer for a long time?
 Did I fail to pray daily?
 Did I despair of or presume on God's mercy?
 Did I have false gods in my life that I gave greater attention to than God,
like money, profession, drugs, TV, fame, pleasure, property, etc.?
SECOND COMMANDMENT
"You shall not take the Name of the Lord your God in vain."

 Did I blaspheme God, insult or take God’s name in vain,
curse, or break an oath or vow?
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FIFTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not kill."

 Did I kill or physically injure anyone?
 Did I have an abortion, or advise someone else to have an abortion? (One
who procures and abortion is automatically excommunicated, as is anyone
who is involved in an abortion, Canon 1398. The excommunication will
be lifted in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.)
 Did I use or cause my spouse to use birth control pills (whether or not
realizing that birth control pills do abort the fetus if and when conceived)?
 Did I attempt suicide?
 Did I take part in or approve of "mercy killing" (euthanasia)?
 Did I get angry, impatient, envious, unkind, proud, revengeful, jealous,
hateful toward another, lazy?
 Did I give bad example by drug abuse, drinking alcohol to excess,
fighting, quarreling?
 Did I abuse my children?
SIXTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not commit adultery."

 Did I use impure or suggestive words? Tell impure stories? Listen to
them?

 Did I deliberately look at impure TV, videos, plays, pictures or movies?
Or deliberately read impure materials?

 Did I commit impure acts by myself (masturbation)?
 Did I commit impure acts with another - fornication (premarital sex),
adultery (sex with a married person)?

 Did I practice artificial birth control (by pills, device, withdrawal)?
 Did I marry or advise anyone to marry outside the Church?
 Did I avoid the occasions of impurity?
 Did I try to control my thoughts?
 Did I engage in homosexual activity?
 Did I respect all members of the opposite sex, or have I thought of other
people as objects?

 Did I or my spouse have sterilization done?
 Did I abuse my marriage rights?
SEVENTH COMMANDMENT
“You shall not steal”

 Did I steal, cheat, help or encourage others to steak or keep stolen goods?
Have I made restitution for stolen goods?

 Did I fulfill my contracts, give or accept bribes, pay my bills, rashly
gamble or speculate; deprive my family of necessities of life?

 Did I give a full day’s work in return for a full day’s pay?
 Did I give a fair wage to my employees?
 Did I waste time at work, in school or at home?
 Did I live in poverty of spirit and detachment?

 Did I use profane language?
 Have I insulted a sacred person (i.e. priest; a Nun or a Brother)?

EIGHTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor

THIRD COMMANDMENT
"Remember that you keep holy the Sabbath Day."

 Did I lie?
 Did I deliberately deceive others, or injure others by lies?
 Did I commit perjury?
 Did I gossip or reveal others' faults or sins?
 Did I fail to keep secret what should be confidential?

 Did I miss Mass on Sunday or a Holy Day of Obligation through my own
fault?

 Did I come to Mass on time? Leave early?
 Did I do work on Sunday that was not necessary?
 Did I set aside Sunday as a day of rest and a family day?
 Did I show reverence in the presence of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament?
FOURTH COMMANDMENT
"Honor your father and your mother."

 Did I disobey or disrespect my parents or legitimate superiors?
 Did I neglect my duties to my husband, wife, children or parents?
 Did I neglect to give good religious example to my family?
 Did I fail to actively take an interest in the religious education and
formation of my children?
 Did I fail to educate myself on the true teachings of the Church?
 Did I give scandal by what I said or did, especially to the young?
 Did I cause anyone to leave the faith?
 Did I cause tension and fights in my family?
 Did I care for my aged and infirm relatives?

NINTH COMMANDMENT
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife”

 Have I consented to impure thoughts or caused them by stares, bad
reading, curiosity or impure conversation?

 Did I neglect to control my imagination?
 Did I pray to banish such bad thoughts and temptations?
TENTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not covet your neighbor's goods."

 Was I greedy?
 Was I jealous or envious of another?
 Was I more concerned about earthly possessions than on the treasure of
heaven?

 Did I work, study and keep busy to counter idle thoughts?
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CINCO PASOS PARA UNA BUENA CONFESION
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Examen de conciencia.
Se sincero y arrepiéntete de tus pecados.
Confiesa tus pecados a un sacerdote.
Resuelve y arregla tu vida.
Después de tu confesión, haz la penitencia asignada por el sacerdote.

Pasos para la confesion, “Tu dices”
-Bendígame padre en esta confesión. “Tu dices” que no te has confesado desde la
ultima confesión) y empieza a decir tus pecados.
-Entonces di tus pecados mortales y el tiempo de veces cometidos. Si tu no tienes
pecados mortales que confesar entonces confiesa los veniales que has cometido
desde tu ultima confesión.
-Cuandos hayas terminado de confesar tus pecados, tu dices “Por estos y todos los
pecados que he cometido, yo estoy verdaderamente arrepentido.
-El sacerdote ahora te dará el consejo necesario tienes que decir el Acto de Contrición. Entonces espera y escucha que el padre te de la absolución.
-Entonces tu dices “Gracias padre”. Luego levántate del confesionario y empieza a
hacer tu penitencia.

ACTO DE CONTRICION
Señor mió Jesucristo , Dios y hombre verdadero, creador, Padre y Redentor mío, por
ser tu quien eres y porque te amo sobre todas las cosas, me pesa de todo corazón
haberte ofendido. Propongo firmemente no pecar mas apartarme de toda ocasión de
ofenderte, confesarme y cumplir la penitencia que me fuere impuestas. Te ofrezco,
Señor, mi vida, obras y trabajos en satisfacción de todos mis pecados y confío en tu
misericordia infinita, me perdonarás y me preservar en tu santo servicio hasta el fin
de mi vida. Amen.

EXAMEN DE CONCIENCIA
PRIMER MANDAMIENTO
"Amar a Dios sobre todas las casas”
 ¿Amo de veras a Dios como Padre y me esfuerzo por cumplir su voluntad
como buen hijo suyo? ¿O lo olvido dejándome absorber por las cosas y las
preocupaciones de este mundo?
 ¿Es firme mi fe en Dios? ¿Acepto lo que El me dice por medio de Jesús y
que la Iglesia me recuerda? ¿Me he preocupado por mi formación cristiana asistiendo a la Iglesia y escuchando la Palabra de Dios?
 ¿Tengo total confianza en el amor todopoderoso de Dios o he confiado
más en las riquezas, el poder, las supersticiones, los horóscopos ...?
 ¿Rezo con frecuencia? ¿Rezo al empezar y terminar el día? ¿He ofrecido a
Dios mis trabajos, alegrías y sufrimientos? ¿He recurrido a El en las tentaciones y en los momentos difíciles?
 ¿Vivo animado con la esperanza de la Vida eterna o pienso s6lo en este
mundo?
SEGUNDO MANDAMIENTO
'No tornar el Nombre de Dios en vano".
 ¿Nombro a Dios con respeto y amor? ¿Amo y respeto a la Iglesia, al
Papa, los obispos, a los sacerdotes, religiosos y hermanas? ¿Colaboro con
ellos? ¿Respeto el Templo de Dios? ¿Honro con piedad las imágenes
sagradas?
 He blasfemado o dicho palabras ofensivas contra Dios, la Virgen o los
santos?
 He jurado por Dios en falso? ¿O sin necesidad?
 ¿Me rebelo contra Dios en las enfermedades o dificultades de la vida?
TERCER MANDAMIENTO
“Santificar las fiestas”
 ¿He santificado el domingo y las fiestas de precepto descansando y tomando parte activa en la Misa con atención, fe y amor? ¿O la he dejado
por descuido o pereza?¿He observado los preceptos de la confesión y la
comunión pascual?
 ¿He cumplido con el ayuno y la abstinencia mandados por la Iglesia?
 ¿Ayudo con mi dinero al sostenimiento de la Iglesia y de sus obras de
asistencia, promoción y caridad?
Dice el Señor. "
Ámense unos a otros como Yo los he amado a ustedes
CUARTO MANDAMIENTO
“Honrar al padre y a la madre”
 ¿He contribuido al bien y a la alegría de mi familia mediante el amor, la
comprensión y la paciencia?
 He sido obediente con mis padres, los he respetado y ayudado en sus
necesidades espirituales y materiales? ¿Les escribo si estoy lejos? ¿Los
cuido en su ancianidad?
 Como padre (o madre), ¿me he preocupado por la educación cristiana de
mis hijos? ¿Los he ayudado con mi buen ejemplo? ¿He usado la autoridad
que recibí de Dios para corregirlos con amor? ¿Dialogo con ellos?
 Como hermano, ¿soy amigo y servicial con mis hermanos? ¿Sé perdonarlos y comprenderlos buscando siempre la unidad? ¿Me dejo dominar por
el orgullo, la envidia y el egoísmo en el trato con ellos?
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QUINTO MANDAMIENTO
“No matar”
 ¿He causado daño a la vida, a la salud o la honra de alguno?¿He reparado
esos daños?¿He insultado o injuriado a alguno?¿He faltado al respeto?
 Estoy dispuesto a pedir perdón a los que he ofendido? Si yo he sido el
ofendido, ¿estoy dispuesto a perdonar totalmente por amor a Cristo? ¿O
guardo odio y deseos de venganza?
 ¿He visitado y atendido a mis parientes (y amigos) ancianos o enfermos?
¿Desprecio a los pobres, a los ignorantes, a los débiles o a los ancianos?
 He matado al indefenso con el aborto? ¿Aconsejé a otros para que lo
hagan?
 Me separo de los demás por envidia, celos, rencores o partidismos? ¿Soy
motivo de desunión llevando chismes o cuentos?
 ¿Trato de unir a los enemistados? ¿Sé dar la cara para defender al inocente? ¿O prefiero no meterme por miedo o por comodidad?
 ¿He dado mal ejemplo? ¿He sido causa de escándalo o pecado con mis
palabras y acciones?
 ¿He dañado mi salud comiendo o bebiendo en exceso, o he abusado del
alcohol, del tabaco, 'drogas o de otra manera? ¿Me dejo dominar por la
pereza?
 ¿Maltrato a los animales? ¿Hago daño a las plantas?
SEXTO Y NOVENO MANDAMIENTO
No ser infiel en el matrimonio
No cometer actos impuros'
 ¿He guardado la castidad en mis pensamientos y acciones? ¿He respetado
mi cuerpo y el de los otros, como miembro de Cristo, templos del Espíritu
Santo, destinados a la resurrección? ¿He aceptado voluntariamente pensamientos, deseos y actos deshonestos?
 ¿He asistido a espectáculos o diversiones inmorales? ¿He tenido miradas,
lecturas o conversaciones deshonestas?
 ¿He sido fiel a mi esposa (o esposo) en mis sentimientos y en mis actos?
¿Soy compañero con mi esposa (o esposo) ¿He cultivado el dialogo y la
amistad? ¿Colaboro con ella (o el) en todas las cosas?
 ¿He guardado la ley moral y la dignidad en las relaciones matrimoniales?
 ¿He mantenido relaciones prematrimoniales?
SEPTIMO MANDAMIENTO
"No robar’
"No codiciar los bienes ajenos
 ¿He robado dinero u otras cosas? ¿He pagado con justicia y a tiempo a
mis obreros o empleados? ¿Soy responsable y cumplidor en mi trabajo y
obligaciones? ¿En mis estudios?
 ¿He pagado las deudas? ¿He devuelto lo que me han prestado? ¿He pagado los impuestos? ¿He cumplido con mis deberes como ciudadano?
 ¿Respeto las cosas que son de bien público?
 Estoy dispuesto a devolver lo robado y a reparar el daño que he causado?
 ¿Si tengo cargo o autoridad, me valgo de eso para mi interés u orgullo
personal? ¿Cumplo con mi deber de servir a la comunidad?
 ¿He derrochado el dinero en lujos y vanidades? ¿Lo retengo sin hacer
rendir en bien a los demás? ¿He prestado dinero con usura? ¿He jugado
por dinero?
 ¿Ayudo con mi dinero y mis cosas a los a los que necesitan? ¿Colaboro de
acuerdo a mis posibilidades, con las obras de servicio que organiza la
Parroquia u otras instituciones?
 ¿Hago todo lo posible por defender a los que padecen injusticias y ayudo
a los que sufren? ¿Participo con mi oración y con mi esfuerzo en la promoción de la justicia, en la honestidad de las costumbres en la paz social y
en la acción misionera de la Iglesia?
OCTAVO MANDAMIENTO
“No levantar falso testimonio ni mentir”
 ¿Amo y respeto a mi prójimo diciendo la verdad y siendo digno de confianza? ¿O vivo con hipocresía y falsedad? ¿Acepto los riesgos de decir la
verdad o lo arreglo todo con excusas y componendas?
 He dañado a los demás con mentiras, calumnias, juicios temerarios? ¿Soy
propenso a aceptar las criticas sin fundamento? ¿Critico a los demás,
divulgando y comentando sus defectos, aunque sean ciertos?
 ¿He guardado los secretos que me han confiado?
DECIMO MANDAMIENTO
 “No codiciar los bienes ajenos”
 ¿Soy ambioso ?
 ¿Soy envidioso, celoso con otros?
 Trabajo o me mantengo ocupado para no tener malos pensamientos?
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The old man sat in his gas station on a cold Christmas Eve.
He hadn't been anywhere in years since his wife had passed
away. He had no decorations, no tree, no lights. It was just
another day to him. He didn't hate Christmas, just couldn't
find a reason to celebrate. There were no children in his life.
His wife had gone. He was sitting there looking at the snow
that had been falling for the last hour and wondering what
it was all about when the door opened and a homeless man
stepped through. Instead of throwing the man out, George,
Old George as he was known by his customers, told the man
to come and sit by the space heater and warm up. "Thank
you, but I don't mean to intrude," said the stranger. "I see
you're busy. I'll just go." "Not without something hot in
your belly," George turned and opened a wide mouth
Thermos and handed it to the stranger. "It ain't much, but
it's hot and tasty. Stew. Made it myself. When you're done
there's coffee and it's fresh."

Just at that moment he heard the "ding" of the driveway
bell. "Excuse me be right back," George said. There, in the
driveway, was an old 53 Chevy. Steam was rolling out of the front. The driver was panicked. "Mister, can you help
me!" said the driver, with a deep Spanish accent. "My wife is with child and my car is broken." George opened the
hood. It was bad. The block looked cracked from the cold; the car was dead. "You ain't going in this thing," George
said, as he turned away. "But, mister. Please help." The door of the office closed behind George as he went in. George
went to the office wall and got the keys to his old truck, and went back outside. He walked around the building and
opened the garage, started the truck and drove it around to where the couple was waiting. “Here, take my truck," he
said. "She ain't the best thing you ever looked at, but she runs real good."
George helped put the woman in the truck and watched as it sped off into the night. George turned and walked back
inside the office. “Glad I gave 'em the truck. Their tires were shot, too. That 'ol truck has brand new..." George
thought he was talking to the stranger. But, the man had gone. The thermos was on the desk, empty with a used
coffee cup beside it. "Well, at least he got something in his belly," George thought. George went back outside to see
if the old Chevy would start. It cranked slowly, but it started. He pulled it into the garage where the truck had been.
He thought he would tinker with it for something to do. Christmas Eve meant no customers. He discovered the block
hadn't cracked, it was just the bottom hose on the radiator. “Well, shoot, I can fix this," he said to himself. So, he put
a new one on. "Those tires ain't gonna get 'em through the winter either." He took the snow treads off of his wife's
old Lincoln. They were like new and he wasn't going to drive the car.
As he was working, he heard shots being fired. He ran outside and, beside a police car, an officer lay on the cold
ground. Bleeding from the left shoulder, the officer moaned, "Help me." George helped the officer inside as he
remembered the training he had received in the Army as a medic. He knew the wound needed attention. "Pressure to
stop the bleeding," he thought. The uniform company had been there that morning and had left clean shop towels.
He used those and duct tape to bind the wound. "Hey, they say duct tape can fix anythin'," he said, trying to make
the policeman feel at ease. "Something for pain," George thought. All he had was the pills he used for his back.
"These ought to work." He put some water in a cup and gave the policeman the pills. "You hang in there. I'm going to
get you an ambulance." The phone was dead. "Maybe I can get one of your buddies on that there talk box out in
your car." He went out only to find that a bullet had gone into the dashboard destroying the two way radio. He went
back in to find the policeman sitting up. "Thanks," said the officer. "You could have left me there. The guy that shot
me is still in the area." George sat down beside him. "I would never leave an injured man in the Army and I ain't
gonna leave you." George pulled back the bandage to check for bleeding. "Looks worse than what it is. Bullet passed
right through 'ya. Good thing it missed the important stuff though. I think, with time, you're gonna be right as rain."
George got up and poured a cup of coffee. "How do you take it?" he asked. "None for me," said the officer. "Oh, yer
gonna drink this. Best in the city. Too bad I ain't got no donuts." The officer laughed and winced at the same time.

Continued on next page...
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The front door of the office flew open. In burst a young man with a gun. "Give me all your cash! Do it, now!" the
young man yelled. His hand was shaking and George could tell that he had never done anything like this before.
"That's the guy that shot me!" exclaimed the officer. "Son, why are you doing this?" asked George. "You need to put
the cannon away. Somebody else might get hurt." The young man was confused. "Shut up old man, or I'll shoot you,
too. Now, give me the cash!" The cop was reaching for his gun. "Put that thing away," George said to the cop. "We
got one too many in here now." He turned his attention to the young man. "Son, its Christmas Eve. If you need the
money, well then, here. It ain't much but it's all I got. Now, put that pee shooter away." George pulled $150 out of his
pocket and handed it to the young man, reaching for the barrel of the gun at the same time. The young man released
his grip on the gun, fell to his knees and began to cry. "I'm not very good at this am I? All I wanted was to buy
something for my wife and son," he went on. "I've lost my job. My rent is due. My car got repossessed last week."
George handed the gun to the cop. "Son, we all get in a bit of squeeze now and then. The road gets hard sometimes.
But, we make it through the best we can." He got the young man to his feet, and sat him down on a chair, across
from the cop. "Sometimes, we do stupid things." George handed the young man a cup of coffee. "Being stupid is one
of the things that makes us human. Comin' in here with a gun ain't the answer. Now, sit there and get warm and we'll
sort this thing out." The young man had stopped crying. He looked over to the cop. "Sorry I shot you. It just went off.
I'm sorry officer." "Shut up and drink your coffee," the cop said.
George could hear the sounds of sirens outside. A police car and an ambulance skidded to a halt. Two cops came
through the door, guns drawn. "Chuck! You ok?" one of the cops asked the wounded officer. "Not bad for a guy who
took a bullet. How did you find me?" "GPS locator in the car. Best thing since sliced bread. Who did this?" the other
cop asked as he approached the young man. Chuck answered him, "I don't know. The guy ran off into the dark. Just
dropped his gun and ran." George and the young man both looked puzzled at each other. "That guy work here?" the
wounded cop continued. "Yep," George said. "Just hired him this morning. Boy lost his job." The paramedics came in
and loaded Chuck onto the stretcher. The young man leaned over the wounded cop and whispered, "Why?" Chuck
just said, "Merry Christmas boy ... and you, too, George, and thanks for everything."
"Well, looks like you got one doozy of a break there. That ought to solve some of your problems." George went into
the back room and came out with a box. He pulled out a ring box. "Here you go. Something for the little woman. I
don't think Martha would mind. She said it would come in handy someday. "The young man looked inside to see the
biggest diamond ring he ever saw. “I can't take this," said the young man. "It means something to you." "And now it
means something to you," replied George. "I got my memories. That's all I need." George reached into the box again.
An airplane, a car, and a truck appeared next. They were toys that the oil company had left for him to sell. "Here's
something for that little man of yours." The young man began to cry again as he handed back the $150 that the old
man had handed him earlier. "And what are you supposed to buy Christmas dinner with? You keep that, too," George
said. "Now, git home to your family.” The young man turned, with tears streaming down his face. "I'll be here in the
morning for work, if that job offer is still good." "Nope. I'm closed Christmas day," George said. "See ya the day
after."
George turned around to find that the stranger had returned. "Where'd you come from? I thought you left?" "I have
been here. I have always been here," said the stranger. "You say you don't celebrate Christmas. Why?" "Well, after my
wife passed away I just couldn't see what all the bother was. Puttin' up a tree, and all, seemed a waste of a good pine
tree. Bakin' cookies like I used to with Martha just wasn't the same by myself and besides I was getting a little
chubby." The stranger put his hand on George's shoulder, "But, you do celebrate the holiday, George. You gave me
food and drink and warmed me when I was cold and hungry. The woman with child will bear a son and he will
become a great doctor. The policeman you helped will go on to save 19 people from being killed by terrorists. The
young man who tried to rob you will make you a rich man and not take any for himself. That is the spirit of the
season and you keep it as good as any man." George was taken aback by all this stranger had said. ”And how do you
know all this?" asked the old man. "Trust me, George. I have the inside track on this sort of thing. And, when your
days are done, you will be with Martha again."
The stranger moved toward the door. "If you will excuse me, George, I have to go, now. I have to go home, where
there is a big celebration planned." George watched as the old leather jacket and the torn pants that the stranger was
wearing turned into a white robe. A golden light began to fill the room. "You see, George ... it's my birthday. Merry
Christmas." George fell to his knees and replied, "Happy Birthday, Lord."
- author unknown -

Third Sunday of Advent

December 17, 2017

The Nativity of the Lord

New Year’s Day 2018
Christmas Holy Mass Schedule
Solemnity of Mary,
Christmas Eve - Sunday, December 24th The Holy Mother of God
12:00 a.m. (Midnight) - English in Church
12:00 a.m. (Midnight) - Albanian in Auditorium

Holy Mass Schedule

Christmas Day - Monday, December 25th

Monday, January 1, 2018

8:00 a.m. - Italian
9:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:00 noon - English
10:00 a.m. - Creole Mass - Chapel in Center
1:30 p.m. - Spanish

9:00 a.m. - Italian/English
10:30 a.m. - English
12:00 noon - English
1:15 p.m. - Spanish

Our parish relies on
the Christmas and
Easter offerings to
accomplish
the
necessary work that
needs to be done in
the parish. Please be as generous as your means
will allow. May God abundantly bless you for
your generosity!

Now through December 23rd
Please donate new, unwrapped
toys for the less fortunate
Children ages 10 and under
Please drop toy donations to
the rectory office or give to an
usher at Mass.

Nuestra parroquia se
basa en la oferta de
Navidad y Semana
Santa para llevar a
cabo los
trabajos
necesarios que hay que
hacer en la parroquia. Por favor sea tan generoso como sus medios lo permitan. Que Dios
abundantemente los bendiga por su
generosidad!

Desde ahora hasta el 23 de diciembre
Por favor donar juguetes nuevos sin
envolver por los menos afortunados
Niños menores de 10 años
Por favor deje donaciones de
juguetes en la oficina de la rectoría
o dar a un ujier en la Misa.

Friday, January 19, 2018
Our parish will attend the march in Washington, D.C. Please join us in
the fight to protect and respect the dignity of human life, from
conception to natural death. We as marchers will bring our prayers
and the pro-life message to our nation’s capitol. Morning Holy Mass
at 6 a.m. in the Church and the bus will depart at 6:30 a.m. sharp.
We will return around 10 p.m.
Bus fee: $45 for adults and $20 for students - Donations are also accepted to cover the student fee
To make reservations, please come to the rectory with the bus fee by January 12th.
For more information, please contact the parish rectory office at 718-882-0710.

FARENGA BROS. INC.
Funeral Homes

Kelvin Contreras

Bronx
920 Allerton Avenue
(718) 654-0500

Licensed Real Estate Agent

347-631-7841

Westchester
899 McLean Avenue, Yonkers
(914) 237-5800
www.farengabrosfuneralhome.com

Salvatore Farenga
Salvatore A. Farenga Nicholas A. Farenga

Buying is Never Easy but it can be with the Right Agent
Landlords - List Your Apartment With US

Call Today to book your party!

718.792.8844

REST
HOME SALE BY OWNER - $429,000 PROVIDENCE
On Eastchester Bay in
Country Club

Westervelt Ave.
Pelham Gardens

718-931-3000

3 BD, 2 BA, Semi-Detached, 1549 SF
LR, EIK, New Appliances, W/D
Room w/ Separate Entrance for 3rd BD/Office
Semi-Finished BMT w/ BA & Separate Entrance
Wood FLRs, 2 Car Driveway, Nice Backyard

Fax 718.654.0726

The Eastwood
Manor
Caterers
William Mayer
3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY 10469
www.EastwoodManor.com
E-mail: Info@EastwoodManor.com
Preneed Funeral
Planning Available

1707 Bronxdale Avenue
Bronx, NY

1301 Allerton Ave. Bronx, NY 10469
Kelph1213@gmail.com

“The Difference is in the Caring”
718.654.4200

“Where Tasteful”
“Creations Begin”

THINKING ABOUT SELLING,
CALL FOR A FREE! MARKET ANALYSIS.

Catholic Health Care
At Its Best
• Skilled Nursing
• Rehabilitation
• Adult Day Health Care
• Respite Care
• Medical Therapies
Affiliated ~ Catholic
Health Care System

Call 917-952-6333, No Realtors Please

JCAHO Accredited

John Dormi & Sons
FUNERAL HOME

1121 Morris Park Ave. • Bronx
(718) 863-2000 • (800) 539-2002
Bennie Buffamante

Crescenzo DiCostanzo

Funeral Director

Funeral Director/Mgr.

John Dormi & Sons Funeral Home is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corporation International • 1929 Allen Parkway,Houston,TX 77019 • (713) 522-5141.

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
CST 2117990-70

an Official Travel
Agency of
Apostleship of
the Sea-USA

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

“Serving the Throggs Neck and Surrounding Communities since 1965”

F RANK J. C IERI , Lic. Mgr.
718.892.2102 www.sistofh.com
3489 E AST T REMONT AVENUE • B RONX , N EW YORK 10465
J OHN J. S ISTO, J R .

Advertising Sales
Homestyle Ricotta Ravioli (Box of 100)
Homestyle Meat with Spinach Ravioli (Box of 100)
Large Ricotta Ravioli (Box of 27) • Large Ricotta with Spinach Ravioli (Box of
27) • Ready to Bake Manicotti (4 in a Pan) • Manicotti Pasta “Squares”
Lasagna Pasta “For Baking” • Fresh Cavatelle • Fresh Egg Noodles • Whole
Wheat Pasta • Spinach Pasta • Whole Wheat Spinach Pasta • Squid Ink
Pasta Basil Pasta • Tomato Pasta • Carrot Pasta • Mushroom Pasta
632 E. 187th St., Bronx, NY 10458 • (718) 367-3799
WWW.BORGATTIS.COM

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Wedding Cakes
Cookie Trays • Pastries
Cakes For All Occasions
1108 Allerton Ave.

(718) 515-3344

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

TIEMPO COMPLETO
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K
CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.
• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com
www.jspaluch.com
EOE

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

www.jspaluch.com

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: sales@jspaluch.com

Photo Courtesy of
Bing Crosby Enterprises

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00
509850 St Lucy Church

PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas
featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols
and a reading of the Gospel of
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby!
Also available on vinyl.

800-566-6150

¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS
LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?

www.jspaluch.com

For Information ... Call
800.524.0263
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

