Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 24, 2017

Bronx, New York

HOLY MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:

8:00 a.m. (Italian), 9:00 a.m. (English)
5:30 p.m. (Albanian), 7:00 p.m. (English)

Sunday:

8:00 a.m. (Italian),
9:00 a.m. (Spanish - Auditorium)
9:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12 noon (English),
1:15 p.m. (Spanish)
1:00 p.m. (Creole - Chapel in Center)

Weekdays:

8:00 a.m. (Italian), 9:00 a.m. (English),
Thursdays: 7:00 p.m. (Spanish)
Eucharistic Adoration: Monday-Friday 9:30-12:00 p.m.,
Thursday 5:30-7:00 p.m., Saturday 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. &
First Friday of the Month 6:00-7:30 p.m.
CONFESSION: Saturdays 3:00- 4:00 p.m. & 6:30-7:00 p.m.

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - SEPTEMBER 24, 2017
833 M AòÄç, BÙÊÄø, NY 10467 - 718-882-0710 - 718-882-8876 (¥ø)

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 24, 2017

TODAY’S READINGS
Monday- September 25, 2017 - Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mamie Camps Thomas
9:00 a.m. Special Intention
Tuesday- September 26, 2017 - Weekday Sts. Cosmas & Damian, Martyrs
8:00 a.m. Special Intention
9:00 a.m. Ceasar & Frances Failla
Wednesday- September 27, 2017 - St. Vincent de Paul,
Priest
8:00 a.m. Special Intention
9:00 a.m. Gabriella Krill
Thursday- September 28, 2017 - Weekday St. Wenceslaus, Martyr; St. Lawrence Ruiz
and Companions, Martyrs
8:00 a.m. William Madonna
9:00 a.m. Richard Barresi
7:00 p.m. Mauro Daniel & Balbina Cocone
Friday- September 29, 2017 - St. Michael, Gabriel
& Raphael, Archangels
8:00 a.m. Giovanni & Giuseppina Porco
9:00 a.m. Gabriella Krill
Saturday- September 30, 2017 - St. Jerome, Priest
and Doctor of the Church
8:00 a.m. Nicola Molinaro
9:00 a.m. Catherina, Mariano & Antonini Pinizotto
5:30 p.m. Luc Nika Lulgjuraj
7:00 p.m. Joseph Porrovecchio
Sunday- October 1, 2017 - Twenty-Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Georgio DiGrigorio
9:00 a.m. Jose Tineo
9:15 a.m. For all Parishioners of St. Lucy’s Parish
10:30 a.m. Henry Neal Martinez
12:00 p.m. Mark, Zef & Tom Daka
1:00 p.m. Creole Mass - Center Chapel
1:15 p.m. Francisco Liranzo

In Memoriam 
The candle in honor of the Blessed
Mother burns this week in memory of

Dennis Royal
Requested by wife & children

First Reading — Turn to the LORD,
who is generous in forgiving (Isaiah
55:6-9).
Psalm — The Lord is near to all
who call upon him (Psalm 145).
Second Reading — Live your lives
in a way worthy of the gospel of
Christ (Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a).
Gospel — The last will be first, and
the first will be last (Matthew 20:116a).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:

Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 8:16-18
Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122:1-5;
Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9; Tb:13:2, 3-4abefghn, 7-8;
Lk 9:1-6
Thursday: Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 9:7-9
Friday:
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a;
Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51
Saturday: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10-12ab, 13;
Lk 9:43b-45
Sunday:
Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11 [1-5];
Mt 21:28-32
Best Wishes & Blessings to
Trinidad & Imelda Rojas
Married on September 16, 2017
We welcome

Nora Berisha, Laura Hysaj &
Aaron Shkreli
Baptized on September 16, 2017
David Lala & Christian Michael Cirillo
Baptized on September 17, 2017
into the Roman Catholic Church

and our Parish community of St. Lucy
October 7, 2017
Lester Rodriguez & Mariel Soto
October 21, 2017
Ervin Tsale & Nora Marashi
October 28, 2017
Antony Guraj & Kristina Lucaj
November 4, 2017
Kristjan Cekaj & Klodiana Prela
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Message from Fr. Pergjini-

September 24, 2017

This weekend, September 23rd & 24th, we will have two seminarians speaking at the Masses. The first
seminarian is our own parishioner Steven Gonzalez who is a first year theology student at St. Joseph's
Seminary and the second is Andrew Yang, a third year Theology student studying for the Diocese of
Brooklyn. They will speak regarding the annual Seminary collection which will be taken up on the weekend
of September 30th and October 1st. We as parish have been really blessed to have Steven, first year at major
seminary, Yonkers, and Collins, Jay and Victor from our parish studying at minor seminary in Douglaston,
Queens. We hope and pray that one day, God willing, they will serve as priests in the Archdiocese of New
York.
Many of you who faithfully attend Sunday Holy Mass have seen them serving at Mass and some times during
the week also. Steven Gonzalez has been very faithful reading at our Sunday Holy Masses, teaching the
religious education program, and a member of Holy Name society. Also Victor, Jay and Collins faithfully
serve every single Sunday. Victor is a graduate of our school. Collins joined our parish last year in June and
completed college in Cameroon, Africa. Jay, who is originally from Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish, in
the Arthur Avenue area, moved a few years ago to our parish. It is moving and very touching for many of us
to see these young men responding to God’s call. We are thankful to the Almighty Father for calling them and
thankful to each of them for responding to God’s call.
Today it is not common as it was years ago to have many vocations. Families back then had many children
and the holy and humble Sisters and Brothers use to teach in our Catholic Schools preparing the public school
students for the Sacraments. Their faithful teaching of our Catholic faith inspired and prepared many young
men and women to enter the seminary and Religious Life. Unfortunately, today we live a different reality.
The number of children is reduced to a minimum. Many of our families are not open to life as before. The use
of contraception has not only minimized the number of children, but tragically has increased the number of
divorces. There are more single parents today raising their children with many personal, difficult and financial
hardships. No one speaks about the vocation to the Priesthood and Religious Life any more. The Catholic
identity in our school system, sad to say, is not as strong as before. Why? Because the majority of the teachers
who teach in our Catholics Schools do not practice and live their faith as they should. How can we expect
vocations when no one speaks about the vocation to the Priesthood and Religious Life?
We as a parish faithfully pray every single Sunday for vocations and for our benefactors. Regardless of the sad
situation in our time and our culture, these five young men, Steve, Victor, Jay, Andrew, and Collins are a
reminder to all of us that Christ is the true Shepherd of our souls. He is always in charge and never abandons
any of us. He calls to his vineyard young men and women to serve Him and His people, as He called these
fine young men and many others unknown to us but known to Him. In my mind is a strong vision of those
times when I was sitting in the back of our church praying before the Blessed Sacrament, and in front of me
many times were these young men praying also. They kept kneeling for a long time and looking toward the
Altar. They never knew, but in my heart and soul I silently placed them before Christ on the Altar, the Real
Presence of the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus to guide them in their vocation discernment.
Our prayers to Christ and to our Blessed Mother be that these young men and many others unknown to us,
God willing, will persevere in their vocation, and one day will be ordained priests. Then they will remember
and recall the first steps of their vocation, discernment, and finally saying Yes to Christ to be faithful to Him
forever. I thank the Almighty Father for calling them and I thank them for responding to God’s call. I thank
their parents and families for giving them to Christ and his people. I want to thank also Father Anderson who
tirelessly dedicated himself to them and many others like them in their vocation. And, to all of you dear
faithful people of our parish who have been aware of their vocation and have been praying for them, thank you
and God bless you! May Our Lady of Lourdes and our patroness Saint Lucy intercede and pray for them!
Amen!
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Mensaje de Padre Pergjini-
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Este fin de semana, los días 23 y 24 de septiembre, tendremos dos seminaristas hablando en las Misas. El
primer seminarista es nuestro propio parroquiano Steven Gonzalez, estudiante de teología del primer año en el
Seminario de San José y el segundo es Andrew Yang, estudiante de tercer año de Teología que estudia para la
Diócesis de Brooklyn. Hablarán de la colección anual del Seminario que se llevará a cabo el fin de semana del
30 de septiembre y el 1 de octubre. Como parroquia hemos sido realmente bendecidos por tener a Steven,
primer año en el seminario mayor, Yonkers, y Collins, Jay y Victor de nuestra parroquia estudiando en el
seminario menor en Douglaston, Queens. Esperamos y rezamos para que algún día, si Dios quiere, servirán
como sacerdotes en la Arquidiócesis de Nueva York.
Muchos de ustedes que fielmente asisten a la Santa Misa dominical los han visto servir en la misa y algunas
veces durante la semana también. Steven González ha sido muy fiel en nuestras misas dominicales, enseñando
el programa de educación religiosa, y miembro de la sociedad Holy Name. También Victor, Jay y Collins
sirven fielmente todos los domingos. Victor es un graduado de nuestra escuela. Collins se unió a nuestra
parroquia el año pasado en junio y completó la universidad en Camerún, África. Jay, originario de la
parroquia de Nuestra Señora del Monte Carmelo, en el área de Arthur Avenue, se mudó hace unos años a
nuestra parroquia. Es emocionante y muy conmovedor para muchos de nosotros ver a estos jóvenes que
responden al llamado de Dios. Estamos agradecidos al Padre Todopoderoso por llamarlos y agradecidos a
cada uno de ellos por responder al llamado de Dios.
Hoy no es común, ya que hace años tenía muchas vocaciones. Las familias de entonces tenían muchos hijos y
las santas y humildes Hermanas y Hermanos usan para enseñar en nuestras Escuelas Católicas preparando a
los estudiantes de las escuelas públicas para los Sacramentos. Su fiel enseñanza de nuestra fe católica inspiró
y preparó a muchos jóvenes para ingresar al Seminario ya la Vida Religiosa. Desafortunadamente, hoy
vivimos una realidad diferente. El número de niños se reduce al mínimo. Muchas de nuestras familias no están
abiertas a la vida como antes. El uso de la anticoncepción no sólo ha minimizado el número de niños, sino que
trágicamente ha aumentado el número de divorcios. Hay más padres solteros que hoy crian a sus hijos con
muchas dificultades personales, difíciles y financieras. Nadie habla más de la vocación al Sacerdocio ya la
Vida Religiosa. La identidad católica en nuestro sistema escolar, por desgracia, no es tan fuerte como antes.
¿Por qué? Porque la mayoría de los maestros que enseñan en nuestras escuelas católicas no practican y viven
su fe como deben. ¿Cómo podemos esperar vocaciones cuando nadie habla de la vocación al Sacerdocio ya la
Vida Religiosa?
Nosotros, como parroquia, oramos fielmente todos los domingos por las vocaciones y por nuestros
benefactores. Independientemente de la triste situación de nuestro tiempo y nuestra cultura, estos cinco
jóvenes, Steve, Victor, Jay, Andrew y Collins nos recuerdan a todos que Cristo es el verdadero Pastor de
nuestras almas. Siempre está a cargo y nunca abandona a ninguno de nosotros. Él llama a sus viñedos a
hombres y mujeres jóvenes para que le sirvan a Él ya Su pueblo, como Él llamó a estos hermosos jóvenes ya
muchos otros desconocidos para nosotros, pero conocidos por Él. En mi mente hay una visión fuerte de
aquellos momentos en que yo estaba sentado en la parte trasera de nuestra iglesia rezando ante el Santísimo
Sacramento, y delante de mí muchas veces estos jóvenes también oraban. Permanecieron arrodillados durante
largo rato y miraron hacia el Altar. Nunca lo sabían, pero en mi corazón y alma los colocé silenciosamente
ante Cristo en el Altar, la Presencia Real del Cuerpo, Sangre, Alma y Divinidad de Jesús para guiarlos en su
discernimiento vocacional.
Nuestras oraciones a Cristo ya nuestra Santísima Madre son que estos jóvenes y muchos otros desconocidos
para nosotros, si Dios quiere, perseverarán en su vocación, y un día serán ordenados sacerdotes. Entonces
recordarán y recordarán los primeros pasos de su vocación, discernimiento y finalmente diciendo Sí a Cristo
que le sean fieles para siempre. Doy gracias al Padre Todopoderoso por llamarlos y les agradezco por haber
respondido a la llamada de Dios. Agradezco a sus padres y familias por darles a Cristo ya su pueblo. Quiero
agradecer también al Padre Anderson que se dedicó incansablemente a ellos ya muchos otros como ellos en su
vocación. Y a todos ustedes, queridos fieles de nuestra parroquia que han sido conscientes de su vocación y
han estado orando por ellos, gracias y que Dios los bendiga! ¡Que Nuestra Señora de Lourdes y nuestra
patrona Santa Lucía intercedan y oren por ellos! ¡Amén!
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LIVES OF THE SAINTS
St. Michael, St. Gabriel,
and St. Raphael

September 24, 2017

LIVES OF THE
SAINTS
ST. COSMAS and ST. DAMIAN
(+303)

The biblical references to St. Michael,
whose name means “Who is like God?”,
are found in the book of Daniel (chaps. 10
and 12), the Book of Revelation (12:7-9) and the Letter
of Jude (9). The cult of St. Michael became widespread
after the victory of the Lombards over the Saracens in
663 and was attributed to his intervention. Later the
abbey of Mont-Saint Michel in Normandy, France
became a center for pilgrims when the Benedictines took
charge in 993.

This feast commemorates the dedication of
the basilica of Sts. Cosmas and Damian at
the Roman Forum (a former pagan temple) by Pope Felix
IV (526-530). The feast is anticipated by one day because
tomorrow is the feast of St. Vincent de Paul, but previously it was listed in the Gelasian and Gregorian Sacramentaries for September 27. In the East it is celebrated on
various dates: November 1, July 1 or October 17.

St. Gabriel, whose name means “Power of God,” is the
archangel who stands in the presence of God (Lk 1:19).
He is mentioned in the Book of Daniel (8:16; 9:21) as
announcing the coming of the messiah, in the New
Testament as foretelling the birth of John the Baptist (Lk
1:10 and 19) and announcing to Mary that she would be
the mother of Christ (Lk 1:26). He has been venerated
since the second century, and in the Syriac Church he is
considered the first among the angels. He is the patron of
postal, telephone and telegraph workers.

According to legend, these martyrs from Syria were twin
brothers and physicians who served the sick free of
charge. From ancient times they were venerated widely,
according to testimony dating from the fifth century.
There are various legends concerning their martyrdom,
but most authors state that they were martyred in Cilicia,
together with their three brothers, on September 27 during
the persecution by Diocletian. Together with St. Luke,
they are patrons of physicians, surgeons and pharmacists
and their names are mentioned in he Roman Canon.

St. Raphael, whose name means “God of healed,” is
venerated by both Jews and Christians. His name appears
in the Book of Tobit (12:12 and 15), where he identified
himself as one of the seven who stand before God. He is
the patron of travelers.
Prayer to St. Michael
St. Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle; be
our defense against the wickedness and snares of
the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray;
And you, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the
power of God, thrust into hell Satan and the other
evil spirits who prowl about the world for the ruin of
souls. Amen.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us
(Repeat 3 times.)

LIFE CHAIN is a peaceful and prayerful public witness of pro-life
individuals praying for our nation and for an end to abortion. It is a
visual statement of solidarity by the Christian community that
abortion kills children and that the Church supports the sanctity of
human life from the moment of conception until natural death. It's
LifeChain's 30th anniversary and St. Raymond's 3rd year taking
part. Join us before and/or after mass on Sunday, Oct.
1st anytime between 10am and 1:30pm. For more info, please
contact Fr. Rivera at (718) 792-4044.
40 Days for Life is the largest internationally coordinated pro-life
mobilization in history, helping people in local communities end the
injustice of abortion through: prayer, fasting, and peaceful vigil
outside an abortion facility. Please join our effort in the
Bronx from September 27th thru November 5th. Go
to 40daysforlife.com/bronx to sign up. You may contact Julia Alicea
(Vigil Coordinator) for more details at 718.644.4414.

-Saints of the Roman Calendar
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Welcome Seminarians!
A warm welcome to Steven Gonzalez and
Andrew Yang, seminarians from St.
Joseph’s Seminary who are speaking to us this
weekend regarding our annual special
collection for St. Joseph’s Seminary which will
be taken up next weekend, September 30th/
October 1st. Your participation in this annual
collection supports the education of our future priests and is greatly appreciated!

St. Lucy Bible group will resume on the
following Saturdays: September 30th,
October 21st and November 4th in the
rectory from 1:30pm to 3pm.
New members Welcome!!
+++++++++++++
El Grupo de la Biblia de Sta. Lucia
regresará los siguientes Sabados:
Septiembre 30, Octubre 21 y Noviembre
4 en la rectoria de 3pm a 4:30pm.
Bienvenidos nuevos miembros!!

St. Lucy Parish
2017 Pilgrimages
October 13, 2017 - Shrine to Mary,
Help of Christians, Stony Point, NY bus leaves 9 a.m. and returns by 5 p.m.
$30 per person.
December 15, 2017-Shrine to Our Lady
of LaSalette and the beautiful and
exciting Christmas Lights Display,
Attleboro, MA - bus leaves at 11
a.m. and returns by 10 p.m. $45 per
person.
Please register and pay for trips
at Rectory in advance
to assure a seat.

Unete a
La Sociedad de Maria!
Si usted es devota de La Virgen o
quieres conocer mas sobre Maria y las
enseñanzas de La Iglesia sobre ella, La
Sociedad es para ti.
Somos una
comunidad muy unida de mujeres,
señoritas y niñas donde celebramos Misa
juntas, rezamos el Rosario, hacemos la
promesa de los Primeros Cinco Sabados,
nos Consagramos a La Santisima Virgen,
y servimos al Señor compartiendo la Fe
recaudando fondos para la Iglesia
haciendo rosarios, mantillas y covers
para la Biblia. Nos reunimos cada Primer
Sabado en la Iglesia a las 8:45am el
proximo sera Octubre 7.

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 24, 2017
rd

The Holy Mass Book for 2018 will open Tuesday, October 3 beginning at 10 a.m.
Holy Masses are celebrated for deceased loved ones. Please limit the number of Masses
to 8, so as to permit everyone the opportunity to have a Mass available to reserve. Cost
is $15 per Mass.
+++++++++++++++
Another very beautiful way to remember dear members of our families, friends, or those
who do not have any one to pray for them or to offer a special intention/
petition is to reserve an intention for one of the following:
The Bread and Wine that will be consecrated at Mass
for a chosen week.
The Sanctuary Lamp that burns by the tabernacle for a chosen week.
The Candles that burn in honor of our Blessed Mother and St. Joseph
for a chosen week.
Dates are available for the remainder of this year 2017 and for 2018.

Missionary
Appeal for the
Propagation of the
Faith
Each
year
the
Archdiocesan Office for
The Society for the
Propagation of the Faith
sponsors the Missionary
Cooperative Appeal. This
year our Parish is pleased
to welcome Fr. Romane
St. Vil, a Mar yknoll
Missioner with experience
in
Tanzania
and
Cambodia, who will
speak to us on behalf of
the Propagation of the
Faith. Fr. Romane will be
with us at all the Masses on the weekend of October 8th.
He will speak to us about the many challenges
missionaries face daily which we might take for granted.
He will give us an opportunity to take part in the vital
work of bringing Christ’s name and Christ’s message to
all people. The second collection at each Mass that
weekend will be sent to the Propagation of the Faith
office to support the needs of mission Dioceses and
Religious Communities. Evangelization is at the heart of
the Church’s mission throughout the world, and we ask
you to be as generous as your means allow.

BLESSING
OF THE ANIMALS
Wednesday, October 4th at
3:00pm
in the Scala Santa
(weather permitting)
There will be a Traditional Latin
Mass on the Feast of St. Michael
the Archangel, Friday, September
29, 2017 at 7 p.m. at Chur ch of
St. Francis Xavier, 1703 Lurting
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461. The
celebrant will be Fr. Matthew
Reiman. All are welcome to
attend.
Our own Msgr. Becker had
successful surgery recently.
We are happy to report that
he is progressing along in
his recovery. He is most
grateful for all your prayers
and good thoughts and asks
for your continued prayers during his time of
healing.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN ADULTS CLASS for adults who have
not received the Sacraments of Baptism, First Holy
Communion, and/or Confirmation. Sessions will be held
on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the school beginning on
September 27th. Please come to the rectory office to
register along with a copy of birth certificate and or
baptismal certificate. The registration fee is $80.00.
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